
Mount Kilimanjaro Climb - Marangu

Route

One of the most popular routes to the summit of

Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, the Marangu route is

classified as a moderate trek rather than a climb,

suitable for adventurers who are not experienced in

the mountains.

7 days/6 nights

ITINERARY

Day 1: Arrival to Moshi

Arrive at any time to Moshi and head to the hotel either on your own or pre-book the optional transfer. Feel free

to explore, but make sure you’re back to the hotel in time to meet the group at the pre-departure meeting.

The adventure begins tonight. After introductions, your CEO will review the details of your tour and give any last

minute details and updates for the trip. While it is always the intention to adhere to the route described, there is a

certain amount of flexibility built into the itinerary and on occasion it may be necessary to make alterations.

Accommodation – Stella Maris Lodge (or similar)

Day 2: Moshi-Mandara

Today you will hike through the forested, lower slopes to Mandara escarpment. Most days the hiking will begin early

in the morning, with hikes of around 5 to 6 hours. The guides will set a moderate pace, so as to allow for time

to acclimatize to the altitude changes. Guides will continually repeat the words, “pole pole” (po-ly, po-ly), which

means “go slowly” in Swahili.

Stretch out and scan the scenery from the comfort of a private vehicle as you travel from Moshi to the Marangu

Gate (about 45 minutes). Walk 4 hours to the Mandara Hut (2743m, 8999 ft) after registering at the gate. The slopes

of Mt Kilimanjaro are classified as rainforest zone so there will likely be rain in the afternoon while travelling under the

lush canopy. Enjoy the view while hiking through the lower terrain and possibly spot some of the exotic wildlife in the

area. The Mandra Hut has sleeping bunks, running water and flushable toilets.

Meals included: Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

Day 3: Mandara Huts-Horombo Huts

Hike through the heather and moorland zone to Horombo Hut, 6-8h, 11km

Continue up through the upper rainforest zone and reach the moorland zone at 3000m (9842 ft). In this zone

plants grow to outrageous heights like the giant lobelia and giant groundsel that can reach up to 5m (16 ft). Enjoy the

view of the semi-alpine zone’s plants and ravines. Reach Horombo hut (3720m, 12205 ft) and get some rest.

Meals included: Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

Day 4: Horombo Huts-Kibo Huts

Proceed onto the Kilimanjaro Saddle, through a desertlike alpine zone, to Kibo Hut, 6-8h. 10km

Start the slow trek through the heathland and enter the alpine desert zone. Because of the increase in altitude, hike



a slow pace today to allow time to get acclimatized but pay attention to any signs of altitude sickness. The ascent to

the saddle of Mt Kilimanjaro is between the peaks of Kibo and Mwenzi, get a great view of Kibo after crossing the

saddle. Rest for the night at Kibo Hut (4703m, 15430 ft) and prepare for the upcoming hike to the summit.

Meals included: Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

Day 5: Kibo Huts-Horombo Huts

Evening hike to the summit via Stella Point. Appreciate the beautiful sunrise from the roof of Africa, then descend

back to Horombo Hut.

Horombo Huts to summit, 6-8h, 6km

Wake up just after midnight to start climbing to the summit. Gillman’s Point (5861m, 19229 ft) on the crater rim

is easier to reach when the scree slope is frozen so the climb is best done before daylight. The view of the sunrise

from the summit is also worth the early start. From Gilman’s Point, continue on to Uhuru Peak, the highest point in

Africa.

Summit to Horombo Huts, 5-6h, 15km

Take a quick moment to enjoy the view and celebrate a successful climb before starting the descent to Horombo

Hut. Enjoy a well-deserved rest during the last night on the mountain.

Meals included: Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner

Day 6: Horombo Huts-Moshi

Descend the mountain, passing through villages and plantations on the slopes en route to Moshi.

Horombo Hut to Marangu Gate, 5-6h, 20km

Continue the descent to the Marangu Gate, passing by the Mandara escarpment on the way. Enjoy the easier descent

and hikers who successfully reached Uhuru Peak will receive a summit certificate.

Marangu Gate – Moshi

Transfer by private shuttle bus to Moshi (approx. 45 mins) and spend the night in deserved comfort.

Accommodation: Stella Maris Lodge (or similar)

Meals included: Breakfast | Lunch

Day 7: Moshi

After breakfast you will check out of your accommodation and depart. Extensions are available if you want to

spend more time here or continue on to another destination.

Meals included: Breakfast

Details

Group Size: Max. 12

2019 Departures:

January: 06

February: 03, 17

March: 03, 24

 

2019 Pricing:

January: CA$2,490

February 03, 17; March 03, 24 – CA$2,600

Rates are per person based on single or double occupancy.

Optional add ons:



Airport pick up – from CA$120 per person

Extra nights of accommodation in Moshi – from CA$75 per person, single; CA$150 per room, double

Planterra Foundation – CA$7 per person

Trip Code:

002506-R17

INCLUDED

• 2 nights of accommodation in Moshi

• 4 nights of accommodation on the mountain

• Meals as specified

• Mountain guides

• Transfers between Moshi and Marangu Gate, return

• Park fees, hut fees and rescue fees**

• Government taxes

NOT INCLUDED

• International airfare

• Passport and visa fees

• Airport tax (pay direct)

• Gratuities to driver guide, mountain guide and porters

• Climbing gear – if required can be hired locally

• Drinks, dining rooms tips, porterage, personal travel and baggage insurance

• Telephone bill, laundry and any items of a personal nature

TOUR NOTES

*Meals on the mountain are prepared for high carbohydrate intake to facilitate climbing. They are not hotel standard

meals and will lack variety. Special diets can be catered to with advance notice.

**Rescue fee covers evacuation from the mountain to the park gate only. It does not cover any medical treatment or

the cost of transportation to the local hospital. We recommend that travellers purchase travel insurance that includes

medical and evacuation cover.

The Marangu route is used by almost 40% of all climbers and uses comfortable mountain huts with solar

power lighting.

Although the trail can be a little crowded at certain times of the year, the views are beautiful and each day of

walking progresses through a different climate zone, adding considerably to the interest of the trek. The real highlight

is the walk from Gillman’s point along the crater rim to Uhuru Peak, passing close to the spectacular glaciers and ice

cliffs that occupy most of the summit area. The views as the sun rises behind Mawenzi on a clear morning are

absolutely magnificent – The Rift Valley, Mt. Meru and the Masai Steppes stand out from the endless plains, almost

three vertical miles below.

At 5,895 m (19,340 ft), Mt Kilimanjaro is Africa’s highest peak and this adventure along the Marangu Route will get

you to the top safely, quickly, and with your budget in mind. Overnight in mountain huts and awake ready to conquer

the slopes. As a leader in Kili treks, we’ll take you to new heights in adventure on your way to the roof of

Africa. Affectionately known as the “Coca-Cola Route” due to its popularity, Marangu covers forests, moorlands, and

“the Saddle” (a high-altitude desert), on its way to Kibo Hut. This is the easiest route to summit – with a catch. The trail

is well maintained but because of the quick ascent, the success rate is not as high as some other, longer routes.

Other tour options: There is an 8 day Machame route hike and a 10 day Lemosho route hike should you want to do a

longer, more gradual ascent than that offered on the Marangu route. Please inquire.

Planterra Foundaton – The Planterra Foundation is a non profit organization that supports local communities through

social, environmental, small business, and emergency relief projects around the world. The fund helps provide

sustainable solutions to the places you love to visit.  Fifty percent of our planet lives on less than $2/day. For the price

of a coffee, you can make every day of your trip count by giving back to the communities you visit through Planeterra.

Disclaimer: We do our utmost to ensure that information posted on our website is correct at the time of publication,

however trip details are subject to change without notice by the suppliers and operators involved. We update the

information as soon as possible when changes are advised to us, however, we cannot assume responsibility for such



changes made by the suppliers and operators.

ROUTE MAP

Contact

Winnipeg

164 Marion Street

Winnipeg, MB, Canada

R2H 0T4

Phone: 204.949.0199

Fax: 204.949.0188

Toll Free: 800.661.3830

Edmonton

(formerly Butte Travel Service)

11733 95th St. NW

Edmonton, AB, Canada

T5G 1M1

Phone: 780.477.3561

Fax: 780.477.9871

Toll Free: 800.661.8906
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