
Kamchatka Coast: Jewel of the

Russian Far East

The eastern seaboard of Russia dominates the

North Pacific and yet very few people know

anything about it, let alone have experienced it.

This isolation has protected one of its most

valuable assets – its wilderness and to some

degree, its wildlife.

13 days/12 nights

ITINERARY

Introduction

The eastern seaboard of Russia dominates the North Pacific and yet very few people know anything about it, let alone

have experienced it. This isolation has protected one of its most valuable assets – its wilderness and to some degree,

its wildlife.

The area was considered an important ‘frontier zone’ during the Cold War, so it was off-limits to foreigners. Even

Russians had to get special permission to travel here. These limitations were changed in 1991/92 with Perestroika but

that didn’t make it more accessible. If anything it is probably less accessible now than it was, as there are fewer people

living in the region and the state-subsidised transport system has collapsed. There is no money to replace the ageing

fleets of aircraft and ships and few people can afford the prices that are charged to travel in this region today. This

makes it the perfect destination for Expedition Cruising.

In the winter much of the shoreline is choked by ice. During spring and summer the region is a hive of activity. In

September the thousands of birds that migrated here to take advantage of the phenomenal abundance of food will be

preparing to leave. The reindeer and mountain sheep will be feeding in preparation for the harsh winter, while fat

Kamchatka Brown Bears, which have fed extensively on berries in the early summer, then feasted on salmon in the

rivers and creeks, will be dozing in the late summer sunshine. Late summer and early autumn is a beautiful time to

discover this wilderness. The onset of autumn paints vibrant colours on the tundra cloaked hillsides making the

landscape a picture perfect postcard.

On this journey from Anadyr to Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy we will make numerous landings along these remote

coastlines so that you can discover for yourself this untamed and beautiful landscape. We will select sites that few

people visit such as river mouths, fiords, bays and islands that in our experience offer the natural history enthusiast,

the photographer, the historian and travellers the most unique of opportunities. Come with us and discover the jewel

that is the Russian Far East.

Joining day - Nome

For those departing Nome, Alaska your adventure begins with a flight across the Bering Sea and International Date

Line, to the remote port of Anadyr. This day is not counted in the cruise itinerary so it is the day prior to Day 1 of the

expedition program.

Day 1: Anadyr

All expedition members will arrive in Anadyr, the administrative centre of the Chukotka region, and transfer to the

Spirit of Enderby.
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Day 2: Egvekinot

We spend the day in and around the town of Egvekinot on the shores of Kresta Bay. The town was built by Gulag

prisoners who were then forced to construct a road to the mine. We explore the town which has an excellent museum,

the road and tundra as well as visit the Arctic circle.

Day 3: Bukhta Gavrilla

This coastline is rich in marine mammals and one creature we will be looking for, in particular, is the walrus. The bukhta

(or bay) was named after Commander Vitus Bering’s ship, the St Gabriel, of the First Kamchatka Expedition. Behind

the expansive beach there is a lagoon we can explore for waterfowl and waders.

Day 4: Pika River and Meinypil’gyno

We start the day with a visit to the delta of Pika River – a well known walrus haul out. Later in the day, we visit

Meinypil’gyno, a small settlement located on a 40km long shingle spit. It is a traditional village although renovated

under the recent Chukotka government; we enjoy local hospitality from the village ensemble who perform some of

their traditional dances for us.

Day 5: Bukhta Natalii

Along the Koryak Coast there are many beautiful fiords (bukhtas or bays) and none are more beautiful than Bukhta

Natalii. This fiord has two smaller fiords that drain into it from the south. We hike from one bay to another whilst

surrounded by the magnificent mountain landscapes and tundra vegetation.

Day 6: Tintikun Lagoon

Much of the southern Govena Peninsula was recently made into a state reserve. There are a number of fiords included

in the reserve; one of the most spectacular is Tintikun Lagoon which is one of the most picturesque locations found

anywhere in the world. A large population of brown bears inhabits this area, if we are fortunate we should see a

number of them.

Day 7: Koryakskiy Reserve and Verhoturova Island

We will start the morning in Kamchatka Brown Bear country, an undisturbed habitat within the Koryakskiy Reserve,

where we will go bear watching. Brown bears frequently visit this area which is completely protected and rarely

visited. In the afternoon we visit Verkhoturova Island where Tufted and Horned Puffins, Pigeon, Common and

Brunnich’s Guillemots and also Parakeet and Least Auklets can be seen. On nearby rocky islets there is a regular non-

breeding haul out of Steller Sea Lions.

Day 8: Karaginskiy Island

A few miles to the south of Verhoturova Island is the much larger Karaginskiy Island. Here we encounter some of the

first ‘forests’ of the voyage. This is a change from the tundra that we have seen, a sure sign that we are getting further

south. Autumn is the best time for the wild berries and we can marvel at the richness of the local flora, as many of

them should be at their best.

Days 9 to 10: Commander Islands

The wildlife-rich Commander Islands were first discovered by Commander Vitus Bering when his ship was wrecked

here in 1741. He perished on the island along with many of his men. The reports from those that survived led to a ‘fur

rush’ and the settlement of the islands. There are two large islands (Bering and Medny) with two smaller islands Ariy

Karmen and Toporkov. We intend to explore the islands through a combination of landings and Zodiac cruises. We

plan to stop at the village of Nikolskoye. We visit the fur seal rookery at North-West Cape and Zodiac cruise around



the impressive bird colony at Ariy Kamen. We will also possibly visit the gravesite of Commander Vitus Bering or the

remarkable Medny Island.

Day 11: Olga Bay

Olga Bay is a part of the very large Kronotskiy Reserve, which also includes the world-famous Valley of the Geysers.

The habitat has lush Kamchatka forests coming right down to the beach. The area around Olga Bay is frequented by

large numbers of Gray Whales that are usually quite friendly to visiting boats. The rising volcanoes in the background

will provide a beautiful setting to explore real Kamchatka wilderness.

Day 12: Zhupanova River and Bukhta Bechevinskaya

This morning we make our way along the Zhupanova River by Zodiac. This journey allows us to explore a river habitat

which is common in Kamchatka. Steller’s Sea Eagles are known to nest in the lower reaches of the river.

Day 13: Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy

During the night the Spirit of Enderby will enter Avacha Bay which is one of the greatest natural harbours in the world.

There will be a complimentary transfer to the airport or to a central downtown hotel.

 

Details

2021 Departures:

August: 3

2021 Pricing:

From US$7,200 – triple, Main Deck to US$10,300 – twin, Heritage Suite

Local Payment: US$500 per person

Private charter flight Nome to Anadyr: US$1,000 per person

Prices are “starting from” rates, shown in US$, per person based on three people sharing a triple cabin, two people

sharing a twin cabin or one person in a single room. Ship: Spirit of Enderby

Alternate 2021 Russian Far East expeditions:

Across the Top of the World: Wrangel Island, July 19; August 02, 16

Chukotka: Where Russia’s Day Begins, July 05

Russia’s Ring of Fire, May 25, 26

Sea of Okhotsk: Seals, Seabirds and a Legacy of Sorrow, June 06

Siberia’s Forgotten Kamchatka Coast, June: 21

Please inquire for full itinerary and pricing details for any of these amazing expeditions.

Trip Code:

009488 - W20

INCLUDED

• Pre/post cruise transfers

• All on board ship accommodation

• All on board meals

• All expedition shore excursions

NOT INCLUDED

https://greatcanadiantravel.com/trip/wrangel-island-russia-across-the-top-of-the-world/


• Airfare from home city to/from embarkation and disembarkation points

• All items of a personal nature

• Laundry

• Drinks

• Gratuities

• International/domestic flights

• Passport and visa fees

• Travel insurance

• Private charter flight Nome to Anadyr (extra cost shown under Pricing)

• Local Payment (extra cost shown under Pricing)

TOUR NOTES

Disclaimer: We do our utmost to ensure that information posted on our website is correct at the time of publication,

however trip details are subject to change without notice by the suppliers and operators involved. We update the

information as soon as possible when changes are advised to us, however, we cannot assume responsibility for such

changes made by the suppliers and operators.

ROUTE MAP



Contact

Winnipeg

164 Marion Street

Winnipeg, MB, Canada

R2H 0T4

Phone: 204.949.0199

Fax: 204.949.0188

Toll Free: 800.661.3830

Edmonton

(formerly Butte Travel Service)

11733 95th St. NW

Edmonton, AB, Canada

T5G 1M1

Phone: 780.477.3561

Fax: 780.477.9871

Toll Free: 800.661.8906
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