
Arctic Watch Lodge and Belugas

Venture north from Yellowknife to the amazing

Arctic Watch lodge, where you will have one of the

best personalized experiences with some of the

world’s most legendary wildlife. Nunavut will truly

come alive right before your eyes!

 

10 days/9 nights

ITINERARY

Day 1: Arrive Yellowknife

Arrival to Yellowknife, the capital of Canada’s Northwest Territories and spend the night at the Explorer Hotel.

Day 2: Yellowknife - Arctic Watch

Early in the morning, at the hangar in Yellowknife, Arctic Watch guests meet the private chartered plane that will fly

them the 1,000 miles (1,500 km) to Arctic Watch. Your wallet is no longer of any use, your worries from the south are

behind you, this the start of your Arctic adventure. The plane is a modern and comfortable aircraft. You will pass from

trees, across the treeline and over the barrens; it’s time to sit back and relax. You will also pass over the impressive

holes in the earth dug for the Diavik mine. Food will be served during the four-and-a-half-hour flight north. After one

stop for refuelling in the community of Cambridge Bay, we will land in the afternoon on our private airstrip next to

Arctic Watch on Somerset Island. A short walk across the tundra, and an even shorter raft ride across the Cunningham

River, brings guests to the lodge. Following a tour of the Arctic Watch facilities and some time to get their luggage

settled in their cabins, we will assemble in the great room for a welcome and to meet our staff. Dinner is later served in

our cozy dining room.

Day 3: ATV ride to Cunningham River estuary

Breakfast is served at 8:30 daily at Arctic Watch Lodge. Time is precious in the High Arctic and every day brings

something different! Today you will receive a hands-on introduction to driving all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), which are

easy and fun to drive. A short-distance hike to the Cunningham River estuary to watch beluga whales frolic in the

shallow water only a few yards offshore among the ice floes is followed by a lunch buffet that includes: hot and

nutritious soups such as French-Canadian pea, leek, smoke tomato, potato and cream of corn; freshly baked

sourdough and rye breads; specialty meats and cheeses; fresh vegetables; and homemade desserts.

In the afternoon, we will hike to Triple Waterfalls, a five-story torrent of free-falling water. You can see nesting

peregrine falcons and other birds such as loons, snow buntings, sandpipers and rough-legged hawks. Exploring the

canyon introduces you to the tiny beauty of wild Arctic flowers. Encounters with muskox are common.

All of these daily activities and hiking builds an appetite. Hearty evening meals typically include a main course of

baked Arctic char, grilled muskox, barbecued pork tenderloin or other meats. Side dishes of oven-roasted vegetables,

red and white wine, fresh bread, and homemade desserts round out the meal.

In the evening, there’s free time for local exploration. The library has a broad selection of Arctic and polar titles. Our



interpretive centre contains collections of local fossils, skeletal remains of Arctic fauna, and a collection of traditional

Inuit skin clothing from Canada, Greenland and Siberia.

Day 4: ATV ride along Muskox Ridge Trail

Breakfast, served at 8:30, typically includes fresh coffee, home-baked pastries, muffins, cinnamon rolls, fresh fruit,

yogurt, muesli, French toast or pancakes with Quebec maple syrup, eggs, double-smoked bacon and sausages. You

will travel by ATV, crossing the Cunningham River delta, then driving along the Muskox Ridge Trail, which provides a

scenic overview of the entire area. To date, every excursion to this location has resulted in a muskox encounter.

Passing an impressive Arctic fox den, you may have the opportunity to watch fox cubs at play. Following a picnic

lunch at our own Arctic Watch shelter at Inukshuk Lake, gear is supplied and guests have an opportunity to “catch-and-

release” fish for Arctic char. Returning on ATVs, the tour takes an alternate route via the River Trail so you can view

hoodoos (sculptured sand pillars) and local coal deposits.

That evening, Richard Weber, internationally recognized polar explorer and owner of Arctic Watch, offers an informal

lecture on his North Pole adventures. His historic 1995 unassisted journey to the North Pole and back ‘a feat that has

never been repeated’ is highlighted.

Day 5: Sea kayaking with belugas

Monday’s focus is on sea kayaking in Cunningham Inlet. All equipment and basic instructions are provided. You will

paddle among icebergs, ring seals and bearded seals while watching for beluga whales. Sightings of sea birds,

including Arctic terns and eider ducks, can be expected. Lunch is served on the shoreline, with a small hike to explore

a local canyon aptly named “Kayak Falls”. Here you will have stunning views of the Northwest Passage and the

opportunity to see polar bears.

In the afternoon, we return to the Cunningham River estuary to watch the beluga whales. This site is unique in the

world because of the density of the whale population and their proximity to us. While standing on the river banks, the

beluga whales frolic in the shallow water and come within several yards (metres), close enough to clearly hear their

communication calls. To better appreciate the underwater calls, a hydrophone (underwater microphone) is used.

Beluga whale researchers from Mystic Aquarium will be based at Arctic Watch. The resident scientist(s) is a resource

to visitors during the day by the whales. In the evening there is a lecture on the beluga research being conducted in

Cunningham Inlet.

Day 6: Flatrock Falls hiking

Following breakfast, you will depart, crossing the Cunningham River delta, for a trip to Flatrock Falls. Here you have

the option of hiking or travelling by Mercedes Unimog truck. Somerset Island canyons, which guests will visit, are as

yet unnamed. They were formed as the result of shifting fault lines and their walls, mostly vertical, vary from 200 to

1,000 feet. Millions of fossils of prehistoric plants and animals litter the ground. Today’s trip also offers opportunities to

observe nesting sites of local birds, including terns, plovers and snow geese.

A picnic lunch is served directly on the flat rocks that surround this canyon. After lunch, we will travel to Gull Canyon,

named by Arctic Watch owners Richard and Josée Auclair, where we will see the striking biological contrasts between

barren canyon and lush gull rookery. The Canadian Wildlife Service recently visited this spot to view the gull rookery

and observe the presence of peregrine falcons. They claimed this spot to be a unique and special micro-ecosystem. In

the evening, Arctic Watch’s house scientist will give an informal lecture.

Day 7: Cape Anne and polar bears

Today’s excursion is by ATV to Cape Anne. We will visit five Thule sites along the coast and look for polar bears. The

ride includes scenic vistas, icebergs, ancient Inuit campsites and prehistoric giant whale bones. The Thule culture was a

bowhead-whale-hunting culture, ancestors of today’s modern Inuit. The Cape Anne Thule site is the largest in the area

and includes the remains of 15 stone and bone houses. Polar bears can be often seen on the shoreline, as they wander

the coast, waiting for the ice to return. The return trip is overland via the Red Valley and guests can expect to be

inspired by the magnitude of the landscape.

At the end of a long day, we will enjoy another delicious dinner at Arctic Watch. This evening you can relax with a

lecture by Richard Weber. His presentation includes stunning images and fascinating stories of Arctic expeditions to

Baffin, Ellesmere and other High Arctic islands.

Day 8: Cunningham River rafting and kayaking

We begin this final day at the lodge with one of Josée’s hearty homemade breakfasts. The first leg of today’s journey is

covered by Mercedes Unimog truck. We will reach the Arctic Watch raft and kayak put-in on the Cunningham River,

20 kilometres from the lodge. Typically, the final six kilometres require a hike through the Badlands, passing the

skeletal remains of two bowhead whales dated at eight thousand years ago. The voyage includes encounters with

muskox, snow geese, jaegers, Arctic foxes, sandpipers and rough-legged hawks. While we savour a picnic lunch on the

beach beside the river, staff prepare the rafts and kayaks.



On the return to Arctic Watch, you have the choice of paddling your own kayaks or travelling by raft. The river is swift-

flowing crystal-clear water with no difficult sections or rapids. The views are amazing and include steep canyon walls

and, at one point, a 180-degree turn. You can expect to be on the water for two to three hours. Tonight brings our final

dinner and evening at Arctic Watch.

Note: Depart from Yellowknife for home today for those on the 8 day program.

Day 9: Free day - return to Yellowknife

By your last day in the High Arctic, you will be familiar with the area of Somerset Island occupied by Arctic Watch. If

there is an activity that you missed during the week or one that a you particularly enjoyed and want to repeat, there is

time today to do these things. In the late afternoon, the plane will arrive to take guests back to Yellowknife. Overnight.

Day 10: Depart Yellowknife

You can choose to spend some time visiting Yellowknife or catch a flight south.

 

Optional add-ons

Fly the Northwest Passage/Beechey Island 

Take to the sky and see the beautiful landscapes from above as you fly the Northwest Passage. Observe narwhal,

bowhead and beluga whales, seals and polar bear. If time and weather permit, you’ll land and explore historic Beechey

Island and the Franklin graves. In 1845, the Franklin Expedition’s search for the Northwest Passage went horribly

wrong. After wintering on Beechey Island, both the HMS Erebus and HMS Terror were lost. 129 men perished but what

actually happened still remains a mystery. A minimum of 7 guests is required. PRICE: $1,300 person/per day

Sea-run Arctic Char Fishing, Creswell Bay

Love fishing? Creswell Bay is one of the top locations to fish for arctic char, their bi-annual migration offers a world-

class fishing opportunity just a 40 minute flight from Arctic Watch. The Arctic char range in size from 6-20 lbs. A

minimum of 2 guests is required, maximum of 10. PRICES FROM: $1,200 – $3,900 person/per day.

Packing list

Recommended Packing List: Proper preparation for a trip to the Arctic is key to your enjoyment and safety. Please

take a few moments to read through the gear list below. If you have any questions please contact us and we’ll be

happy to provide you with the answers and information you need.

NEOPRENE BOOTS: These are a new option to the traditional “rubber” boot. They have neoprene uppers and a

neoprene/polyurethane foot. There is no insulation to get wet and they are comfortable to walk in. One of the best

brands is Muck Boots, but there are other options available at outdoor stores or online.

HIKING BOOTS: A sturdy full-leather waterproof/water-resistant pair of comfortable lightweight boots is useful but

can be replaced with the neoprene boots.

LIGHT WINTER JACKET OR DOWN VEST: Again for cooler evenings. (Yes, even in 24-hour light the nights are colder.)

A warmer jacket is essential.

COMFORTABLE PANTS FOR HIKING: A couple of comfortable pairs of pants are useful. Try to choose “quick dry”

fabrics made from tightly woven, wind-resistant material. No cotton or silk content please.

LONG UNDERWEAR: It is the Arctic, so bring a couple of sets of long underwear. Synthetic or wool material, no cotton

or silk content please. In the winter, spring and fall you will need long underwear. The temperature can vary greatly.

Winter (April) expect -20°C (-4°F) at night to +5°C (41°F) in the day. Spring and fall (May, June Aug, Sep) expect -2°C

(28°F) to +20°C (68°F). Summer (June, July) expect +5°C (41°F) to +25°C (77°F).

DAY PACK: You need this to carry your extra things, e.g., a camera and clothing, while on a day’s outing such as

walking, sea kayaking, fishing (with waterproof storage compartments) or when travelling in our boats. We

recommend Osprey Backpacks or similar.

PERSONAL ITEMS: Bring your toiletries, camera, sunglasses and other personal items.

FISHING: If you enjoy fishing and prefer your own gear, please bring it.

RAINCOAT AND RAIN PANTS: This is primarily for protection against the wind and rain A rain/wind jacket is a

necessity to wear when walking on cool days. Your jacket must be waterproof and seam-sealed. We recommend

goretex coats such as Arcteryx Alpha SV or equivalent.

LODGE SHOES: Light shoes for wearing around the lodge are useful. For those who enjoy a morning jog/walk, bring

your trail shoes. Nearby caribou trails offer great opportunities for exploration on foot.

FLEECE JACKET: A fleece jacket is always useful and good for wearing around the lodge.

HAT: A wool toque (cap) or fleece hat made of a material that dries easily is necessary.



GLOVES: Gloves or mittens with a wind-resistant outer fabric are good for cold days or those ATV rides.

SOCKS: A few pairs of good wool or wool-synthetic blend socks are essential. Remember that socks are small to pack

and wonderful to wear! We have Smartwool socks available for sale. (No cotton or silk please).

SUNSCREEN: The summer sun at Arctic Haven is extremely strong – we recommend packing sunscreen.

GEAR AVAILABLE AT ARCTIC HAVEN: We have the following gear available for you to use when doing the applicable

activity: ATV helmets, fishing gear, paddling dry jackets and pants, life jackets (PFDs) and more. If you have specific

gear questions, please ask and we’ll find the information for you.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: Alcohol is available for purchase at the lodge. If you wish to bring any alcoholic drinks of

your own, please do so as it’s your vacation. We just ask that you respect the other guests.

Details

Group Size: Maximum 32

 

 

Trip Code:

009253-W20

INCLUDED

• 2 nights accommodation in Yellowknife with breakfast

• Group shuttle from hotel to the charter terminal in Yellowknife and return

• Return airfare by charter flight between Yellowknife and the lodge

• Baggage allowance on charter: 44lbs/20kg per person

• Group transfer from charter flight to lodge on arrival and bacl on departure

• 7 nights accommodation at Arctic Watch lodge

• All meals at the lodge

• All excursions led by a guide

NOT INCLUDED

• Airfare to Yellowknife from home city

• Transfers in Yellowknife from the airport on arrival and back to the airport on departure

• Optional tours added on to base package

• Items of a personal Nature

• Gratuities

• Travel Insurance

TOUR NOTES

Disclaimer: We do our utmost to ensure that information posted on our website is correct at the time of publication,

however trip details are subject to change without notice by the suppliers and operators involved. We update the

information as soon as possible when changes are advised to us, however, we cannot assume responsibility for such

changes made by the suppliers and operators.

ROUTE MAP



Contact

Winnipeg

164 Marion Street

Winnipeg, MB, Canada

R2H 0T4

Phone: 204.949.0199

Fax: 204.949.0188

Toll Free: 800.661.3830

Edmonton

(formerly Butte Travel Service)

11733 95th St. NW

Edmonton, AB, Canada

T5G 1M1

Phone: 780.477.3561

Fax: 780.477.9871

Toll Free: 800.661.8906
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